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INTRODUCTION

The main factor for people to change the way they communicate and interact is due to the
development of information technology, especially the emergence of social media. Social media
allows people to express their opinions, share information, and build a wider social network.
However, on the other hand, this progress also brings new challenges, one of which is the increase
in defamation cases, especially against women. Defamation, which takes the form of spreading
information that harms a person's reputation without a clear basis, often occurs through social media,
where information that has been spread will spread quickly and cannot be fully controlled.

This makes the phenomenon of defamation against women a critical issue, especially in the
context of uncontrolled social media. In Islam, the act of defamation is included in the behavior of
ghibah, this act of ghibah is of course strictly prohibited in religion. Ghibah itself is an activity of
talking about someone's bad behind their back, which if the person hears it will feel hurt.(Yuneta,
2020) Facing the phenomenon of ghibah in defaming women that is rampant on social media, it is
very important for people to understand how Islamic teachings, especially through this hadith,
provide guidelines in avoiding and dealing with these actions.

Journal homepage: hitp://ejournal uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/amk


http://ejournal.uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/amk
http://ejournal.uika-bogor.ac.id/index.php/amk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

65
ISSN: 2654-8127

Islam emphasizes the importance of maintaining the honor and good name of others, as already
in the Qur'an and the traditions of the Prophet Muhammad SAW. Hadiths that are specifically
relevant in this context such as those in the hadith narrated by al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and al-
Tirmidhi. The hadith highlights the prohibition of gossiping against others. The hadith narrated by
al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and al-Tirmidhi is an important reference in the study of Islamic ethics.
However, the challenge faced in the digital age is how to understand and apply the hadith principles
in more complex contexts, such as defamation through social media.

This hadith also provides a strong theological basis for the dangers of gossip and the
importance of maintaining the good name of others. In the context of defamation against women in
the digital era. Gossip on social media does not only involve individuals, but also the wider
community who can be quickly influenced by unfiltered information.

As a comparison of this research with previous research, researchers reviewed several studies,
including the first, a scientific journal written by Ridlwan with the title Islam and Hate Speech
(Phenomenological Study of Hate Speech in Indonesia). (Ridlwan & Khotijah, 2021) In the study, it
is explained that hate speech is a statement that denigrates individuals or groups based on certain
identities, which can cause social conflict and damage to reputation. Social media plays a role in
accelerating the spread of hate speech to a wide audience, so it is important to have ethical awareness
in interacting on these platforms. This article also encourages education about tolerance,
strengthening regulations, and reporting harmful content as steps to create a safer and more tolerant
environment on social media.

Second, the article compiled by Rahmadhany, A., Aldila Safitri, A., and Irwansyah, I with the
title Hate Speech on Social Media in Review of Emotional Maturity with Moral Intelligence as a
Mediator. (Fathoni Cahyono et al., 2023) The study explains the relationship between emotional
maturity and moral intelligence in the context of hate speech on social media, focusing on students
as research subjects. The results show that moral intelligence plays an important role in mediating
the effect of emotional maturity on hate speech. Third, the thesis by Fhonna Zia Rahmatillah entitled
Defamation in Social Media in Islamic Law and Positive Law, (Rahmatillah, 2016) in this thesis
contains the views of Islamic law and positive law on defamation and comparison of defamation in
Islamic law and positive law.

In this study, the author will present an explanation to the reader, namely first, describing the
phenomenon of defamation against women on social media from the perspective of hadith. Second,
explaining and interpreting the meaning of the traditions on gossip such as the traditions in the
narrations of al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and al-Tirmidhi, this includes analyzing the historical
context, language, and the message that the traditions are trying to convey. Finally, assessing the
relevance of these traditions in the context of the current phenomenon of defamation of women on
social media. This includes analyzing how the hadith principles can be applied to address
contemporary social issues.

The objectives of this study are, first, to identify and analyze the forms of defamation
experienced by women on social media, as well as the factors that influence these actions. Second,
to provide a deeper understanding of the meaning and context of the hadith-reports on ghibah
narrated by al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and al-Tirmidhi, this will help readers and researchers
understand the message of the hadith in its historical and social context. Third, it provides a more
comprehensive explanation of the meaning and application of the hadith in the modern context,
helping readers, researchers, and practitioners to better understand the message of the hadith and its
relevance.

From several reviews of previous studies, researchers have not found research that specifically
discusses defamation against women from the perspective of the hadith about ghibah. Therefore,
researchers are interested in conducting this research by raising the title "THE PHENOMENA OF
DEFAMATION OF WOMEN IN SOCIAL MEDIA: A REVIEW OF THE HADITH ABOUT
GHIBAH AND VIRTUAL INTERACTION ETHICS", and it is hoped that the results of this
research can provide deeper insight for the community.
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METHOD

This study uses a descriptive qualitative method, in which the researcher seeks to understand
the phenomenon of defamation of women through the perspective of hadith. The descriptive
qualitative approach allows to explore the deeper meaning of the related hadith, by prioritizing
interpretation and meaning from relevant literature sources. (Sugiyono, 2011)

The library research method is used as the main technique in data collection. (Sari & Asmendri,
2020) The main object of this research is the Hadith History of al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, and al-
Tirmidhi which discusses ghibah and its relevance to the phenomenon of defamation against women.
In this article, researchers used two data sources, namely primary data and secondary data. Primary
data is data obtained based on measurements directly by researchers from the source (Umar Sidiq &
Moh. Miftachul Choiri, 2019). Primary data in this study were obtained from the book S{ah{ih{ al-
Bukha>ri index number 6064, S {ah {ih{ Muslim No. index 2589, and al-Tirmidhi book index number
2032. Apart from the book, the author also takes the book of sharh} or explanation of the traditions
as primary data. While secondary data is a supporting source of primary data, primary data is data
collected by other parties, and has been documented, so researchers can directly refer to it directly
for reference purposes. (Umar Sidiq & Moh. Miftachul Choiri, 2019) Secondary data in this study
were obtained from books, previous studies and journals related to the problems to be studied.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Definition of Ghibah in Islam

The meaning of the word ghibah in language is cursing, gossiping and slander, while the word
blasphemy in the Big Indonesian Dictionary can be defined as a word that demonizes another person.
It can also mean gossip, the same as the word "gossip" which is a negative word for someone. Ghibah
is equivalent to swearing, gossip, and gossip. Ghibah comes from the Arabic "ghaaba" which means
invisible. This means that the content of the conversation about someone's shame is not visible, and
the person being talked about does not exist. (Sifa, 2019)

The definition of ghibah according to the term (terminology) ghibah is not only given by
scholars but the Prophet Muhammad SAW himself gave his definition, according to the Prophet
SAW ghibah is talking about someone with something he doesn't like, and if what is said is true then
the behavior is ghibah, but if what is said is not true then the action includes accusing or slandering.
Ghibah is when the person being talked about is not happy with what is being talked about. It involves
personal, social, family, genetic, religious, behavioral and other issues. Ghibah not only includes
talking about someone without their knowledge, but can also include reproach through mere gestures.
(Sifa, 2019)

While Hasan Al Thuisy ghibah is talking about someone's bad behavior behind their back,
which does not bring any benefit and true guidance. Or ghibah can also be referred to as giving a
nickname that is not to his liking, whether calling it verbally, in writing, innuendo, or with body
gestures such as eyes, hands, and head. (Yuneta, 2020) The definition of forbidden ghibah is any
word spoken to another person to say the shortcomings of a Muslim, such as by imitating, imitating
the way of walking with a stride, or nodding the head, or other movements. (Nawawi, 2021)

From more or less the definition that has been explained above, the author can conclude that
the definition of ghibah is an act that discusses the badness of others without the knowledge of the
person concerned and then can trigger negative impacts in his life.

The Phenomenon of Defamation Against Women on Social Media

In the digital era, social media has become the main platform for individuals to communicate,
share opinions, and convey information quickly and widely. However, this ease of access also opens
up space for various negative actions, including defamation. Defamation on social media often occurs
in the form of slanderous comments, the dissemination of false information, and posts that publicly
denigrate a person's reputation. This phenomenon is becoming increasingly complex given the nature
of social media that can expand the impact of such actions in a short period of time.
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As with many viral phenomena or cases on social media, one of which is a case of defamation
against women, such as the case that happened to celebrity Aaliyah Massaid who was accused of
being pregnant before marriage. This case stems from the explanation of Aaliyah who became a
victim that on July 28, 2024, at Aaliyah's house in Pondok Indah, at that time Aaliyah opened social
media, namely Tiktok (@esmeralda 9999 and @medialestar) and a YouTube account with the
account name @infomedia3180. In the account post, Aaliyah found words that Aaliyah was
suspected of being pregnant out of wedlock, even though at that time Aaliyah was not pregnant and
at that time Aaliyah was menstruating. Of course these words made Aailyah feel ashamed and felt
that her honor as a woman was under attack. Furthermore, Aaliyah came to SPKT Polda Metro Jaya
to report the incident to the police for further interrogation and examination. The evidence submitted
was a piece of paper printed from screenshots taken from the account. (Mei Amelia, 2024)

The phenomenon of defamation of women that befell one of the artists in Indonesia, Mahalini,
who was recently rumored and spread gossip by someone on a TikTok account that Mahalini was
allegedly cheating on her husband, Rizky Febian. In the written report evidence, Mahalini finally
reported the account for creating slanderous content that brought Mahalini's father. In his husband's
Instagram upload, Rizky Febian also explained that the condition of his household was fine and
prayed that the slanderer would soon be given awareness, even Rizky Febian also reminded the
dangers of slander. However, it turned out that the account was not just once spreading hoax news
of Mahalini's affair, the accusation came from the TikTok account @hazwa which led opinions
through its content.

Through the content, Mahalini was accused as if she had betrayed Rizky Febian, the account
created content accusing Mahalini of cheating on Thursday, September 19, 2024. Even Hazwa said
Mabhalini's band team, including the manager, knew this. Not only that, the account then uploaded
three other contents on the issue of Mahalini's affair. One of them posted a photo of Mahalini's father,
I Gede Suraharja. Hazwa's TikTok account has consistently created content accusing Mahalini of
cheating. In August 2023, the account once accused Mahalini of having an affair with the keyboards
player in her band. On the other hand, the account defended Rizky Febian. (Suud, 2024)

In addition to the two viral defamation phenomena on social media that befell Mahalini and
Aaliyah, there is one example of a case that went viral on social media, namely the defamation case
committed by celebrity Medina Zein on Marissya Ichaa. This case began when Marissya Icha
suspected Medina Zein of selling her a fake bag. Therefore, Marissya requested that Medina Zein
immediately refund the purchase of the bag. However, Medina Zein threatened and berated Marissya
Icha through social media by saying indecently that Marissya Icha was a female seller, male trash,
Marisyya's child was unclear who his father was, and other defamation. Not taking silence, Marissya
also reported to the authorities and in this case, Medina Zein was found guilty and sentenced to
imprisonment for six months and a fine of 50 million rupiah. Provided that if the fine is not paid, it
will be replaced by imprisonment for one month. (Diah, 2024)

Types of Social Media Defamation

The types of defamation on social media can be classified into several categories. These types
include actions that damage the reputation of a person or group publicly through a digital platform.
The following are some of the types of defamation:

1. Defamation: slander or also called defamation according to Gerner in his book entitled Black's
Law Dictionary 7th edition, is a behavior that can harm the reputation of others by creating
statements to third parties. Various forms of defamation on social media such as one example is
making posts that contain false accusations or rumors about someone without valid evidence.
(Suhermita Sihombing et al., 2023)

2. Slander: this type of defamation is an act of defamation through verbal or spoken statements
that can damage a person's reputation. Slander occurs when someone conveys inappropriate or
misleading information about another person verbally, and the statement is heard by someone
other than the party concerned. The form of this slander is like a direct conversation, for example
someone accuses his friend of stealing goods in front of many people without valid evidence, it
can also be via telephone or voice call. Especially in today's era where there are a lot of TV
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broadcasts, YouTube podcasts and live streaming on social media, which is the most common
place for someone's defamation behavior. (Antonio & Adhari, 2024)

3. Written defamation (Libel): this form of defamation is a defamation committed through written
media or permanent publications, such as telks, pictures, or videos that can damage a person's
good name. Forms of libel itself such as news articles or newspapers containing false
information, as well as through social media platform posts such as Twitter, Instagram, and
TikTok which become a forum for written defamation. (Nurtjahyo, 2020)

4. Doxing: the meaning of the word doxing itself in the black law dictionary book is the activity
of disseminating personal data such as home addresses, e-mail addresses, sensitive personal
photos, data on a person's medical history, and so on without the permission of the person
concerned with the aim of intimidating someone. (Armnado & Soeskandi, 2023)

5. Body shaming: In the dictionary of psychology, body shaming is defined as the act of
commenting on a person's physical appearance or appearance more specifically, the Oxford
Dictionary describes body shaming as "the act of criticizing the shape or size of a person's body,
whether directed at individuals or groups, and deliberately done verbally or physically. Body
shaming occurs not only in the real world, but now it has become widespread on social media,
whether it is thrown from netizens through comments on social media or videos containing
reproaches. (Umaroh & Bahri, 2021)

6. Cyberbullying: the definition of cyberbullying according to Marleni and Weismann is Internet
technology harms others. Cyberbullying is a form of intimidation that is carried out by the
perpetrator intentionally and repeatedly. Harassment of victims through technological devices.
Abusers want to see others hurt, there are many of them attacking their victims with cruel
messages and disturbing images and sharing them with others who see them to humiliate the
victim. Breguet (Imanti, Triyono) explains that cyberbullying is a threatening act carried out by
the perpetrator to harass or humiliate their victims through technological devices. Cyberbullying
attacks on victims can be in the form of disturbing messages or images which are then spread to
humiliate the victim in front of other people who see it. (Aminudin, 2019)

Factors Affecting Social Media Defamation
There are several factors that influence the emergence of defamation on social media:

1. Anominity
It is a means to express opinions confidently and without hesitation and fear. This feature is one
of the many phenomena found in social media, which makes it possible to easily create fake
accounts so that it is easy to defame or spread fake news. (Fathiya Cinindyta Utari, 2024)

2. Lack of Understanding of Digital Ethics and Law
Many social media users do not understand that spreading information that harms others can fall
into the category of defamation and potentially violate the law. Lack of education regarding
social media ethics and ITE law often makes users feel free to write or comment without
responsibility. Ethics in commenting on social media is also closely related to morality.
Indirectly, if morality is not good, then a person does not have good commenting ethics. All
actions in social media always require ethics and responsibility in their use. (Mutiarani et al.,
2024)

3. 'Viral' Culture and the Speed of Information Dissemination
Information on social media spreads very quickly, especially if it has the potential to trigger
emotions or reactions from other users. Viral content tends to attract more attention and
comments, which often makes the situation worse and causes defamation to become more
widespread.

Hadiths about Gossip

Gossip, or gossiping, is a form of behavior that is condemned in Islam. Many traditions of the
Prophet # emphasize the negative impact of gossip, both socially and spiritually. In Islamic
teachings, gossip is considered an act of demeaning and defaming another person in his absence,
which results in the destruction of harmony in social relations. In this chapter, several traditions that
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discuss the prohibition of gossip will be described as well as sharh} of the traditions or explanations
of some of the traditions that will be presented.

There are many traditions of the Prophet Muhammad that explain the prohibition of ghibah,
the following are examples of traditions that discuss ghibah, namely:

1. Sahih al-Bukha>ri index number 6064:

6064 - dcm\ul.u.au.ul\uc sa‘).a‘).h‘;a\uc M..uu.aehuz& 6‘)A’.AL1‘)-\A\ ‘m\.uch)..;j SMMUJ‘).MJLUJA
155585 o) b B Y5 o g% Y5 MRS V5 o SDa8 V3 o Zalad Y5 ecundl) ST Gl A (Slalg AU 06 Al
GI54) ) e (Al-.Bukhari, 1379) "

Bisyr ibn Muhammad reported to us Abdullah reported to us Ma'mar reported from Hammam
ibn Munabbih reported from Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet ¥ said: "Avoid prejudice, for
prejudice is the most deceitful speech, do not tolerate one another, do not harbor ill will, hate one
another, turn your backs on one another, and despise one another; rather, be servants of Allah who
are brothers. (H.R al-Bukhari)

2. Imam Muslim 1ndex nurnber 25 89:
(2589) u\ GR0A ‘;1\ e s4..u\ Oe cc)ud\ oe sd.:cl.«.u\ A - \}ﬂﬁ s);A Ois c4..u.\3} “—‘)—" u.a e s
u\ ;u\)a\ d;s"’)S.\LA.\dla\ JJSA" d\ﬁ rdc\d}u)} ]| \}Su "M.u:d\ \.Au":‘)ﬁ‘" -8 ‘(,L.UML: 4.\3\&..44.\3\ O]y
AJFMBMBUS.\?XU\} ‘w\m‘d}uumulsu\" d\s"i})ﬁ\u@\@u&" (Mushm nd)

Yahya ibn Ayyub, Qutaibah and Ibn Hujr narrated to us, they said: Isma'il told us from al-
'Alaa, from his father, from Abu Hurairah, that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: "do you know
what ghibah is?" the Companions replied: "Allah and his Messenger know better" then the Prophet
said: "It is you talking about your brother about something that he does not like". There was someone
who asked: "O Messenger of Allah, what is your opinion if the person I am talking about is indeed
what I am talking about?" The Messenger of Allah (SAW) replied: "If what you say is true, then you
have committed ghibah, but if what you say is not there, then you have told a very big lie against
him". (H.R Imam Muslim)

3. Hadith in al-Tirmidhi, index number 2032:

2032 - uﬂj‘u“-‘ﬂﬂ‘}wuﬂﬂ‘ Lud; JLBG.u:}Au.\dmﬂ\ s YquLuu.u}JL;J\j s?AS\u.a‘;\uLuA;
ua)m\_:" dm‘eajuwdahﬁ)udlelujdc&\é‘a&ﬂd)u)m d\ﬁ)«:;u.\\ ‘@L’u‘;‘?@iﬁu—‘
M\M}\c‘)p@uwmb‘*\)p \)uu‘)(}?é})w‘ﬂ}uw\ \}A)JY‘MBGJ\ULAJY\UASJ?S_’MLAL?LJ
Al casagd 515 ANl 4558 AU & (ay AdDse DU &

(Al-Tirmidhi, 1975)

Yahya bin Aktham and Al Jarud bin Mu'adz narrated to us, al-Fadlu bin Musa narrated to us,
al Husain bin Waqid narrated to us from Aufa bin Dalham narrated to us from Nafi' narrated to us
from Ibn Umar he said, The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said loudly on the pulpit: "O those who
profess Islam with their tongues but have not reached the faith in their hearts, do not hurt and mock
the Muslims, and do not spread their disgrace. Whoever exposes his brother's disgrace, Allah will
expose his disgrace even in his own house." (H.R Al-Tirmidhi)

An Examination of Hadiths on Ghibah and Defamation of Women on Social Media

The first Hadith explains that it deals with the prohibition in Islam against envy, speculation,
and slander. Among the most common sins committed by people, the one that has the greatest impact
is slander, especially in the form of gossip. Slander not only defames a person but also damages
social relations as a whole. Slander against individuals is of great danger. The Prophet * said in a
hadith narrated by Bishr ibn Muhammad from Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: "Beware of prejudice, for
prejudice is the greatest sin." What is meant by prejudice here is suspecting others without valid
reasons or evidence. Islam forbids prejudice against believers, as this can lead to slander and
destructive misunderstandings.

Prejudice, which is just a thought that arises in one's heart, cannot be completely prevented.
However, prejudice that translates into accusations without clear evidence is prohibited. In a hadith
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it is mentioned that Allah forgives His people for what they think in their hearts, as long as it is not
spoken or manifested in action. Al-Qurtubi explains that prejudice here refers to baseless accusations,
such as accusing someone of indecent acts without evidence. This is what is meant by the prohibition
in the verse "Do not spy" (Surah al-Hujurat: 12), because spying usually starts with prejudice, which
then leads to finding fault with others.

Some scholars, such as Iyad, assert that this hadith also prohibits making decisions or ijtihad
based on speculation that is not supported by evidence. Al-Nawawi explains that "prejudice" in this
Hadith refers to speculation that has no solid basis, not ijtihad in law. [jtihad must be based on sound
evidence, while weak speculation cannot be used as a basis for law. Shafi'i also uses this hadith as
evidence that in buying and selling, speculation that is not based on evidence cannot invalidate the
transaction. In the context of Islamic law, every decision should be based on clear evidence and
should not rely on mere prejudice. (Al-Bukhari, 1379 AD)

The second Hadith explains that gossiping is an act of telling about someone who is not present
by mentioning something that could hurt him. In the Islamic view, gossip is a highly prohibited act
and is considered one of the major sins. However, there are certain circumstances in which gossip is
permitted for reasons that are in accordance with the Shariah. There are at least six situations where
it is permissible to gossip:

1. Reporting acts of tyranny (injustice): If a person experiences an injustice committed by another,
he is allowed to report it to the ruler, judge, or authorities who have the power to stop the unjust
act. In this case, the reporting person can state, "This person has wronged me" or "This person
did this to me." In this way, it is hoped that justice will be served and the wrongdoer will be
appropriately punished.

2. Asking for help to prevent an evil deed: The next situation is when one needs to get help to
prevent an evil deed or to remind an evil-doer to return to the right path. In this context, one
may say to the one who is expected to help, "So-and-so is doing this, please help me to prevent
it," or similar statements. This is aimed at inviting others to take an active role in tackling evil.

3. Asking for a fatwa: A person who feels wronged may also ask a mufti a question regarding an
action taken by another person. In such a situation, he may say, "My husband (or my brother,
my father) has wronged me. Is this action justified according to the law? What should I do to
avoid this unfair treatment?" While it is permissible to mention names, it is better if the statement
is changed to a more general question, such as "What if someone did something like this to his
wife?" This is important so as not to lead to slander or division. This explanation is also
supported by the story of Hindun who complained to the Prophet # about her husband, Abu
Sufyan, who was known to be stingy.

4. Warning Muslims about bad things: Gossip can also be justified to warn Muslims about certain
evils that may befall them. For example, one may criticize hadith narrators, select witnesses in
a trial, or evaluate the author of a book. All these actions are permissible and even obligatory
according to scholarly consensus because they are aimed at preserving the purity of Islamic law.
If one sees a scholar associating with the wicked or innovators, then it is his duty to warn the
scholar of the potential danger to the safety of his religion.

Similarly, if one knows of a prospective buyer who is unaware of a defect in the item he is
buying, or if one knows of a slave who steals, commits adultery, or commits other sins, then it is
permissible for him to inform the prospective buyer of the defect. The purpose here is to advise each
other and protect each other from loss, not to damage someone's reputation. The same applies in the
context of criticizing public institutions that are poorly managed or by unprofessional individuals. A
person with knowledge of such matters may report them to a superior to put things right and ensure
appropriate action is taken so that there are no more misleading reports about the organization.

1. Reporting an overt act of wickedness or heresy: When someone clearly commits an act of
wickedness or crime in a public place, such as a drunkard on the street, a robber, or any other
criminal, then gossip in this context is permissible. However, it is not permissible if the act is
committed in secret or without being witnessed by the public.
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2. Indicating the person in question: If there is a person who is known by a certain nickname that
refers to his physique, such as "the blind," "the lame," "the midget," or "the stump," then it is
permissible to call him by that nickname, provided it is not intended to be insulting. However,
if it is possible to use a better title, then it is more advisable in Islam. This shows the importance
of maintaining adab and etiquette in communication, even if the context is to explain someone's
identity. (An-Nawawi, 1879 CE)

By understanding the six situations above, we can take appropriate action in interacting with
others, especially in the context of preventing evil and maintaining each other's honor. Gossip should
always be treated with caution, and when it has to be done, it should be within the framework of a
good and beneficial purpose for the ummah.

Then in the third Hadith it is explained that this Hadith is a warning for Muslims to maintain
the attitude and honor of fellow Muslims, both through speech and action. Islam strongly emphasizes
the importance of good relations and prohibits anything that can cause enmity or hatred among its
people. The Prophet Muhammad # warned that there are people who claim to believe only through
speech, but the faith is not really embedded in the heart. True faith should not only appear in words,
but also in concrete actions. A true believer will prove his faith by obeying Allah's commands and
staying away from His prohibitions.

In this Hadith, the Prophet £ prohibits Muslims from backbiting or talking about other people's
bad behavior behind their backs, especially things that will hurt or offend if they are heard by the
person concerned. In addition, he also forbade finding fault with fellow Muslims, either with the
intention of bringing up their mistakes or to embarrass them. As Muslims, we are commanded to
cover our brother's disgrace, not to expose things that they try to hide from others.

The Prophet ¥ also warned that anyone who is busy looking for mistakes or sins of others,
then Allah will reveal the disgrace and mistakes of that person himself, even if he is in his house.
This means that people who like to expose the ugliness of others will get a similar reply from Allah,
so that others will also know their ugliness. In this Hadith, true faith is not just a verbal confession,
but must also appear in deeds and commitment. A person who likes to slander, find fault, or expose
the disgrace of others does not show true faith in his heart. This Hadith teaches the importance of
preserving the honor of fellow Muslims and proving faith through positive actions, not just verbal
confessions.(Al-Mubarakfuri, n.d.)

When viewed through the lens of hadith, the phenomenon of defaming women on social media
is highly relevant to Islamic teachings on the prohibition of prejudice, gossip, and the importance of
maintaining ethical interactions among Muslims. The first hadith emphasizes the danger of prejudice,
which is often the root of slander and defamation. On social media, prejudice can easily develop into
slanderous narratives when people rashly spread information without valid evidence. Women are
often victims of this prejudice through unfounded accusations that degrade their honor. Islam
prohibits this kind of behavior, as it can damage social relationships and defame individuals.

The second hadith discusses ghibah, which is talking about someone's bad behavior behind
their back, which is also common on social media in the form of negative comments, demeaning
posts, or discussions that expose someone's disgrace. In the context of defamation, ghibah is often
misused with the intention of humiliating or dehumanizing women in public spaces. While Islam
provides some exceptions to ghibah, such as in reporting injustice or warning for the sake of kindness,
these actions must be done with the right intentions and a clear purpose, not to spread slander or
demean others.

Furthermore, the third hadith reminds the importance of maintaining the honor of fellow
Muslims by prohibiting the act of finding fault with others or exposing their disgrace. In social media,
this behavior often arises when someone deliberately brings up a woman's weakness or disgrace to
be the subject of gossip or attacks. Islam teaches us to cover the disgrace of our fellow believers and
maintain harmonious relationships. People who expose the disgrace of others are reminded that Allah
will expose their own disgrace in return.

These three traditions provide ethical guidelines that are very relevant in dealing with the
phenomenon of defaming women on social media. The prohibition of prejudice teaches us not to
spread information without evidence; the prohibition of ghibah reminds us to be careful in
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commenting or discussing the vices of others; and the prohibition of finding fault with others
emphasizes the importance of maintaining the honor of fellow Muslims. By applying these values,
social media can become a more ethical space for interaction, where women's dignity is protected
and social harmony is maintained. The phenomenon of defamation is not only a legal issue, but also
a reflection of the weak application of moral values and Islamic teachings in social life.

The Implications of Defamation for Women

Defamation, especially through the acts of slander and gossip, has a huge impact on the
individual victims, especially women. Islam strongly emphasizes the importance of maintaining the
honor of fellow Muslims, both through words and deeds. In this case, women are often subjected to
defamation more often than not through slander and gossip, which can damage their reputation, honor
and social relationships. Acts of ghibah or slander that occur on social media or in everyday
conversations can have far-reaching negative impacts, not only for the targeted individual, but also
for society as a whole.

Hadiths explaining the prohibition of backbiting and speaking ill of others emphasize that
these actions not only harm the victim directly, but can also undermine social stability in the
community. In many cases, women are often victims of untrue portrayals, such as accusations or
prejudices without evidence, which damage their reputation and dignity. For example, when women
are subjected to unverified gossip or rumors, it not only damages their image in the eyes of others,
but can also isolate them in social life. In some cases, this slander or gossip against women can carry
serious legal or social consequences, which are more difficult to recover from.

Women are vulnerable to defamation in the digital space. Based on several reports, women are
often victims of slander, rumors, or accusations that damage their image and good name. This
phenomenon is increasingly worrying because the impact is not only psychological, but also has
social and economic impacts, where victims often experience mental distress, social isolation, and
financial losses. In the context of a society where patriarchal norms are still strong, defamation of
women is often ignored or even justified by the local culture.

In Islam, the Prophet % clearly warned his followers not to bring up other people's faults or
criticize them behind their backs. This is a form of protection for one's honor, which in this case
includes women who are often victims of defamation. The defamation of women not only disrupts
their personal lives, but can also lower their social standing in society, cause division, and destroy
relationships between individuals. Therefore, in Islam, it is very important to protect the honor of
others, even more so when it comes to women, who are often more vulnerable to attacks of slander
and gossip.

In the context of defamation against women, this Hadith clearly emphasizes the importance of
doing good and maintaining good manners. Islam teaches that one's faith is not only reflected in
words, but also in actions that can be seen by others. A true believer will not mistreat others,
especially women, who have the same right to be respected and protected from slander. True faith
will not allow one to find fault with others or expose their disgrace, as this will only increase hatred
and enmity, which is contrary to the teachings of Islam.

Taken together, these traditions provide a valuable lesson that defamation, whether through
slander, gossip or prejudice, should be avoided as it can destroy social harmony and harm individuals,
especially women. Islam emphasizes the importance of maintaining the honor of others, covering
disgrace, and always thinking positively of others. In the context of women, such actions have a
greater impact, as they are often the victims of misperceptions and unfounded accusations. Therefore,
every individual, especially Muslims, are reminded to guard their words and actions so as not to
defame others, so that personal honor and integrity, especially women, can be well maintained.
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CONCLUSION

This study succeeds in describing the phenomenon of defamation against women in the
perspective of the hadith on defamation. In this context, defamation is an act similar to the Islamic
prohibition of ghibah, in which a person vilifies another person behind their back. The research found
that defamation against women still occurs in various forms, especially on social media, and has a
negative psychological and social impact on women. This is in line with the hadith that reminds
Muslims to avoid ghibah in order to maintain the honor and dignity of others.

Therefore, this study asserts that the hadith perspective on the prohibition of defamation can
be a basis for understanding and addressing the issue of defamation against women today. The results
of this study indicate the need to strengthen religious literacy, especially the moral and ethical aspects
of using social media so that people are increasingly aware of the dangers of defamation and its
negative impacts. Education about the values of the prohibition of defamation in the hadith can be a
preventive solution, especially for the younger generation who are active on social media. This study
also recommends collaboration between the government, educational institutions, and community
organizations to initiate defamation prevention programs and provide ethical education in the use of
social media.

REFERENCES

[1] Al-Bukhari. (1379). Shahih Bukhari (1st ed.). Dar tuq al Najah.

[2] Al-Tirmidhi. (1975). Sunan Al-Tirmidhi (5th ed.). 5.

[3] Aminudin, K. (2019). Cyberbullying & Body Shaming (Ngalimun (Ed.)). K Media. https://doi.org/9786024513443,
6024513445

[4] Antonio, A., & Adhari, A. (2024). Menilai Implementasi Undang Undang ITE dalam Menegakkan Kepastian
Hukum Terhadap Kasus Pencemaran Nama Baik. Ranah Research: Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and
Development, 6(4), 1079—1087. https://doi.org/10.38035/11j.v614.979

[5] Armnado, M. A. C., & Soeskandi, H. (2023). Pertanggungjawaban Pidana Bagi Para Pelaku Doxing Menurut UU
ITE Dan UU PDP. Bureaucracy Journal: Indonesia Journal of Law and Social-Political Governance, 3(1), 559—
568. https://doi.org/10.53363/bureau.v3il.201

[6] Diah, P. (2024). Medina Zein Divonis 6 Bulan Penjara Kasus Pencemaran Nama Baik. CNN Indonesia.

[7] Fathiya Cinindyta Utari. (2024). Anominitas Dan Kebebasan Berpendapat Di Media Sosial. Journal of Dialogos,

1(2), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.62872/gtfsjk36

] Mei Amelia, R. (2024). Aaliyah Massaid Lapor Polisi Soal Tudingan “Hamil Duluan”, Thariq Saksinya. Detiknews.

] Muslim, I. (n.d.). Shahih Muslim (4th ed.). Dar Thya’ al Turath al Arabi.

0] Mutiarani, U. P., Karimah, 1. N., & Syarafa, Y. P. (2024). Etika Komunikasi dalam Penggunaan Media Sosial di

Kalangan Mahasiswa. Jurnal Harmoni Nusa Bangsa, 1(2). https://doi.org/10.47256/jhnb.v1i2.301

[11]  Nawawi, L. (2021). Memelihara Lisan Seri Doa dan Zikir (A. Hasan (Ed.)). Hikam Pustaka.

[12]  Nurtjahyo, L. I. (2020). Partisipasi Perempuan Dalam Proses Pengambilan Keputusan Di Dewan Adat Terkait
Dengan Penyelesaian Kasus-Kasus Kekerasan Terhadap Perempuan: Kisah Dari Atambua, Sumba Timur, Rote
Dan Labuan Bajo. Jurnal Hukum & Pembangunan, 50(1), 106. https://doi.org/10.21143/jhp.vol50.n01.2485

[13] Sifa, L. (2019). GHIBAH DALAM ENTERTAINMENT PERSPEKTIF HADIS (APLIKASI TEORI DOUBLE
MOVEMENT FAZLUR RAHMAN) Layyinatus Sifa UIN Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta. Kontemplasi: Jurnal IImu-
Ilmu Ushuluddin, 07(02), 298.

[14]  Suhermita Sihombing, Vanita Deben Simanjuntak, & Yoga Baheramsyah. (2023). Analisis Dugaan Pencemaran
Nama Baik Marissa Icha Oleh Medina Zein: Kajian Linguistik Forensik. CENDEKIA: Jurnal Ilmu Sosial, Bahasa
Dan Pendidikan, 4(1), 53—61. https://doi.org/10.55606/cendikia.v4i1.2238

[15]  Suud, H. (2024). Siapa Sosok di Balik Akun TikTok Hazwa? penyebar Hoax Mahalini Selingkuh, Kini Dilaporkan
Polisi. TribunJatim.Com.

[16]  Umaroh, D., & Bahri, S. (2021). Body Shaming dalam Perspektif Hadis: Kajian atas Fenomena Tayangan Komedi
di Layar Televisi. Mashdar: Jurnal Studi Al-Qur’an Dan Hadis, 3(1), 129-131.

[17]  Yuneta, V. (2020). Menghindarkan Perilaku Ghibah dalam Membentuk Kepribadian Remaja. Jurnal Medikom,
2(1), 51.


http://u.lipi.go.id/1515394492

